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a providential arrangement, as the forests were still plentiful
in the latter, out annihilated in the former tracts. ' Ah!' said
he, ' but how we have wasted our forests! What disorder and
irregularity has existed ! It is high time to put a stop to
such practices, or God knows what would have been the state
of the Empire, even under the reign of my son !' I then
offered a few words in favour of the Crown peasants of the
north, against whom the wood-cutting remark was directed,
and spoke of their intelligence, honesty, and the absence of
all great crimes, and how it had astonished us to travel through
so wide a space, sleeping with our doors open, and in. lofts or
where we could, without being robbed, and in tracts where
no soldiers or police existed. ' Oh!' added, he, ' we are not
however so savage as to allow such things/

"After asking what was to be the length of our next tour,
and what we hoped to find out and see, he desired me to
express every wish to his officers, and all my wants should
be supplied.

" He inquired about my former career, in what arms I had
served, where and when, whether I was married, whether my
wife ever came with me. On my saying that the day was
when you were always at my side, and sketched and worked
for me, he added, ' C'est ainsi avec ma femme, mais helas sa
sante' ne le permet plus, elle a eu quinze couches.' Thus he
chatted away, and talked of his children, and the happiness
of his social circle.

tc On my saying that I had served in infantry, cavalry, and
staff in Portugal, Spain, and Sicily, his Majesty evidently
took to me, for he said that his doctrine always had been that
the army was the best school for every profession, arid he
was right glad to see that it made a good geologist. I then said, 'was to be
